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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

The mid-year meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Sigma Xi has been called for May 4 at Chicago. The President, 
the Secretary, or any member of the Executive Committee will be 
glad to receive information as to questions which members or 
chapters desire to be presented to the Committee for discussion at 
that time. Inasmuch as this is the only meeting which the 
Executive Committee holds in the course of the year, matters in- 
volving discussion should be presented at that time in order that 
they may be put into final shape for submission to the annual con- 
vention at the holiday season. 

J. Stieglitz. 



SIGMA XI IN THE NATIONAL CAPITAL 

The District of Columbia Alumni Chapter has brought together 
under the name of Sigma Xi the largest and most distinguished 
group of research men that perhaps have ever assembled under 
the auspices of any similar organization. As frontispiece in this 
number is given a reproduction of the special charter engrossed 
for the District of Columbia Chapter. Its list of 161 names 
embraces workers of note in every branch of science and includes 
representatives elected to membership by nearly every other 
chapter in our organization. 



ECHOES OF THE CONVENTION 

The New York Convention, the minutes of which are to be found 
on a later page, was the largest that the Society has ever held. 
Twenty-seven of the thirty chapters were represented by duly 
accredited delegates. Since the attendance was so nearly one 
hundred per cent, it is to be regretted that the other three chapters 
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did not have delegates so as to make the score perfect. Nevertheless, 
it is a source of gratification that the attendance was so large. We 
should express our appreciation of the loyalty of those delegates 
who came from the middle and far west, and who by their presence 
contributed so much to the success of the Convention. 

The Convention passed some important legislation. Chief of 
the items acted on was the matter of associate membership. The 
revised proposals as introduced at the Columbus Convention, making 
the election of associate members optional with each chapter, were 
passed with only five dissenting votes. 

Since the days of founding Sigma Xi conditions in scientific 
work have changed. The fraternity of investigators in universities 
is practically confined to the graduate school, and to the faculty. 
Less and less research is done by seniors, and as a result some chap- 
ters elect no seniors. Others, however, elect a full quota. 
Obviously, it is impossible to lay down hard and fast rules as to who 
shall be elected, for in many cases local conditions must be the deter- 
mining factor. The new grade of associate membership gives 
greater flexibility to elections, and makes it possible for some chap- 
ters to solve conditions peculiar to themselves, while not imposing 
on any chapter the necessity for making such elections. As pointed 
out above, this new grade of membership really involves no new 
departure from present practice, in that there is at present no uni- 
formity in practice among the several chapters. 

Seniors may now be elected to associate membership in the early 
part of their senior year, and may thus be kept in touch with the 
chapter, and be encouraged and inspired by "fraternal relations'' 
during the entire year. Full membership may — or may not — follow. 
In any event, whatever the arguments that a dual membership is 
undemocratic, it is far better for the "promising" young scientist 
during a critical period in his development to have contact with 
Sigma Xi as an associate member for say eight months, than as a 
full member for only one month, especially since the possibility of 
full membership is in no way prejudiced by having been elected to 
associate membership. 

It is to be noted that, according to the ruling of the Convention, 
associate members are not entitled to wear a badge. 
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The amendment to Article II, Section 2 regarding membership 
in alumni chapters, in effect removes from such chapters the power 
to elect members. It is to be noted that this proposal was intro- 
duced into the Columbus Convention by the delegates from the only 
alumni chapter in existence at present, namely, the District of 
Columbia Chapter. 

There are probably not many so-called members who will be 
affected by the new provision of the Constitution which gives to the 
several chapters the power to drop from membership any who are 
in arrears for dues. Of course, the chapters will exercise this 
privilege with caution, but there are in every chapter a certain few 
who to all intents and purposes are no longer members of Sigma Xi, 
not so much because of non-payment of dues as because of a lack 
of interest. No chapter has heretofore had the power to drop such 
members. For the Constitution has heretofore defined an active 
member as one who has (ever) been elected to membership and who 
fulfills certain residence requirements, regardless of whether he 
meets the requirements laid down by the by-laws of his chapter. It 
will be a satisfaction to some chapters to free their rolls of these 
few non-active persons. 

It should be a source of gratification to all members of Sigma Xi 
that the Convention upheld the Executive Committee in its ruling, 
that in the election of faculty and non-resident members emphasis 
should be laid upon the words "noteworthy" in "noteworthy achieve- 
ment" and "original" in an "original investigator," and that routine 
construction or publication of routine work does not meet the spirit 
of the Constitution. Elections to Sigma Xi will be prized, and the 
work of the Society will be effective just insofar as its standards of 
election are high, in proportion to the opportunities and experience 
of the candidate. But even though all chapters maintain the highest 
ideals as to qualifications, there is still a practical, and apparently an 
unsolvable difficulty, in the number of new members which, on 
account of the size of the scientific and technical departments of our 
larger universities, are elected each year. Sigma Xi elections are 
highly prized, but it "takes the edge off" of the satisfaction expe- 
rienced, to see one's name in the college paper next morning along 
with half a hundred or more others. This situation is largely, 
if not entirely, met by the coincident publication of the field of 
work and the precise achievement on which the election was based. 
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Partly because of the times in which we are living the opportuni- 
ties before Sigma Xi are greater than ever before. Every member 
of the Society should take a personal interest and pride in the invita- 
tion from the National Research Council to join in its work. The 
Executive Committee will doubtless discuss the means by which the 
society can best be of service to the Council, and in due course will 
offer our services. In the meantime we should be prepared for 
whatever service may be asked. For that preparation and to meet 
our larger opportunities and obligations we should develop and per- 
fect our organization to give the most efficient service. The chief 
instrument for bringing about this development is the Quarterly. 
Save the annual conventions, which are attended by less than one per 
cent of our members, the Quarterly is the only means for inter- 
chapter communication, for reporting the action of our Council and 
of the Convention, and of discussing in open forum the problems 
before us — in fact, for making possible the development of Sigma Xi 
along lines which the times demand of a scientific organization. If 
conditions in science have changed since 1886 — and Sigma Xi, or at 
least the ideals for which it stands, have been partly responsible for 
the changes — Sigma Xi must meet the new conditions with new 
methods and organization. 

In support of the motion introduced into the Convention regard- 
ing the Quarterly it was urged that the Quarterly put an unneces- 
sary financial tax on the several chapters; that it is seldom read, 
some members even dumping the unopened numbers into the waste 
basket ; that in any event a large part of the material it contains is 
uninteresting and unimportant: that no one cares about the title 

of the theses or research by virtue of which of 

chapter was elected to membership; that the money which each 
chapter pays annually for sending the Quarterly to all its members 
might better be used in paying the expenses of a special lecture 
before the chapter and that if the Quarterly is to be issued, it 
should be placed on a strict subscription basis, etc. 

On the contrary it was pointed out that the Quarterly is the 
sole medium for placing before the active membership a complete 
and authentic account of the transactions of the Society at its con- 
ventions, of the activities of its various committees, and of other 
matters which ought to be of interest to every active member. 
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Attention was called to the fact that at the Columbus Convention 
a motion was introduced directing the Executive Committee to take 
steps to interest alumni members in the Quarterly, and to keep 
them in touch with the activities and purposes of the Society. 

It was thereupon moved, and the motion was carried, to refer 
the motion to the Executive Committee for consideration and report 
at the next convention. 

If Sigma Xi stands for anything it is for experimentation. The 
Quarterly was started as an experiment. It has long since passed 
the preliminary stage which has showed that" it will "work." It 
now needs perfecting on the basis of the previous four years' experi- 
ence. No real scientist drops an experiment which contains a big, 
fundamental idea, simply because there are a few sources of error. 
He eliminates them. The Editor and the Executive Committee ask 
the support of every active member in revising the Quarterly so 
that it may be of greatest service to the Society. Send your criti- 
cisms, constructive ones if possible, to the editors, or to any member 
of the Executive Committee in time for use at the May meeting. 

The cost of the Quarterly is small, and comprises only the 
actual expense of printing and mailing. For 1916 the actual cost 
per member was an insignificant amount for each of us to put into 
the development of an official Society journal with all its potential 
possibilities. Let us each feel that the Quarterly is our journal, 
and that we owe it to the Society, by virtue of our membership there- 
in, to support it wholeheartedly and to criticise it constructively, in 
order to make it more useful to all the scientists and to all the 
sciences of the country. 

F. K. R. 



